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By Godôs Grace, to grow Godôs Kingdom, here in Cumbria



 

 

Welcome to Our Benefice 

Thank you for your interest in us.  We hope that the following pages will give you 
an insight into our benefice, the parishes within it, our churches, ourselves and 
the communities in which we live, and our aspirations for the future.  There is 
also information about the Diocese of Carlisle, the Brampton Deanery and our 
relations with them.  Finally we tell you a little about what we are looking for in 
you and why we think that this might be just the post you are looking for.  One 
thing that we hope does come through is that most of us live here because we 
really want to, whether we are part of a family that has been here for generations 
or have moved into the area more recently and have been welcomed into and 
become part of the community. 

 



The Benefice lies at the northern end of the Pennines, close to the Scottish border.  It is a 
predominantly rural area of great beauty, straddling Hadrianôs Wall and lying to the north 
of the A69 Carlisle Newcastle road.  It contains a small number of villages together with a 
scattering of smaller settlements and isolated farms and dwellings.  It is an area of 
significant historical interest. 

The benefice contains four churches: 

(1) St Mary Magdalene, Lanercost ï otherwise known as Lanercost Priory. 

(2) St Maryôs, Walton. 

(3) St Cuthbertôs, Nether Denton. 

(4) St Mary Magdalene, Gilsland 

Until recently the parish also contained a church (St Kentigernôs) at Kirkcambeck, since 
declared redundant, and there is a mission chapel at Lees Hill in Lees Hill School. 

The benefice currently has three PCCs.  Lanercost and Walton, originally separate 
parishes, have a united PCC.  Gilsland and Nether Denton each have a PCC. 

× Lanercost with Kirkcambeck, Lees Hill and Walton lies at the western end of 
the benefice.   

× Gilsland lies at the eastern end of the benefice, running up to and across the 
border between Cumbria and Northumberland.  The Church of St Mary 
Magdalene lies to the north of the village of Gilsland, close to Gilsland Spa and 
on the edge of the Spadeadam Waste. 

× Nether Denton lies in the south of the benefice, between Lanercost and Gilsland.  
The church of St Cuthbert sits on the site of a Roman fort, one of the Stanegate 
forts. 

The benefice lies to the north and east of the market town of Brampton. 

There are no benefice-wide structures in place at the moment, but we are in the process 
of fostering more contact across our PCCs and congregations.  We currently hold a 
limited number of united benefice services. 

 

Every Palm Sunday for the last twenty years has been a fine Spring day as we have 
gathered around the base of the medieval cross at Lanercost for the first part of our 
Service.  This year the weather meant that only a few hardy souls were in evidence!  



Communities 

The benefice contains a number of distinct communities centred on the villages of 
Gilsland, Walton and Low Row with smaller communities at Lanercost, Banks, 
Kirkcambeck, West Hall and Chapelburn. 

Pattern of Services 

Currently Sunday services are generally held weekly in our four churches, with 9:30 am 
services at Nether Denton and Walton and 11:00 am services at Gilsland and Lanercost.  
On the third Sunday of every month Lanercost and Walton hold a joint Family Service at 
11:00 am that alternates between Lanercost and Walton.  Where there is a fifth Sunday in 
the month we normally hold a United Benefice Service that rotates between the churches.  
Recently Walton have started to host a Methodist service on the first Sunday in the month 
at 11:00 am in place of the former 9:30 am Anglican service. 

Normally a mid-week Communion service is held at Lanercost at 10:00 am on a 
Wednesday.  

Our Schools 

The three primary schools within the benefice are all C of E.  Lanercost and Lees Hill 
schools have around 50 pupils each, whilst 23 children attend Gilsland school. 

Lanercost C of E Primary School is attended mostly by children from Brampton and the 
surrounding area.  Lees Hill C of E School also serves local children and includes a 
mission chapel.  Gilsland has its own C of E Primary School.  The relatively small number 
of children at this school reflects the fact that those living on the Northumberland side of 
the village attend Greenhead school.  All schools regularly hold Christmas and other 
services in their respective churches.  The previous incumbent of the benefice was a 
governor and generally conducted weekly services at both Lanercost and Lees Hill 
Schools.  We feel there is scope for further development of links between church 
congregations and schools. 

There are no secondary schools within the benefice, however there is a large 
comprehensive school in Brampton ï the William Howard School ï with an extensive 
catchment area. 

Ecumenical 

The parishes in the benefice have traditionally had close links with other churches. 

In Walton the church is now used as the venue for a Methodist service on the first Sunday 
of every month. 

In Lanercost there has traditionally been strong links with what, until recently, was the 
local Methodist chapel.  On many occasions the Priory has been the venue for large 
funerals when the chapel would have been too small.   

The Methodist Chapel in Gilsland was formerly very active in the village but the 
congregation is now somewhat reduced as many former members now worship in 
Brampton.  The relationship between the congregations is cordial and co-operative.  A 
united walk of witness takes place every  Good  Friday morning from Gilsland to 
Lanercost ï this year joined by walkers from Lanercost and the neighbouring Stapleton 
parish. 

Financial 

In 2010 the benefice will contribute Ã55,427 as its óparish offerô to the Diocese.  In general 
the finances are in a relatively good position.  Lanercost is currently examining ways to 
increase its income in order to fully cover its running costs having recently had to install 
new heating plant, significantly depleting its reserves. 

 



The Vicarage 

The Vicarage is at Lanercost, within the grounds of Lanercost Priory, adjacent to the 
Priory Church.  It includes a pele tower which is believed to have been built to house 
Queen Margaret on Edward Iôs last visit to Lanercost in 1306.   

On the ground floor there is a large entrance hall with a 
carved wooden staircase leading to the first floor.  The 
Vicarôs study (which also acts as the parish office) is entered 
directly from the hall to the left, as is the dining room to the 
right.  The entrance hall also leads into a sitting room, in the 
base of the tower.  A corridor to the right of the hall leads to 
the kitchen and a cloakroom.  A cupboard off the corridor 
houses the oil-fired central heating boiler and an airing 
cupboard.  The kitchen has an oil-fired Aga.   

On the first floor there is a passageway through to a 
bedroom in the tower, with a staircase up to two further 

bedrooms on the top floor of the tower.  There are three further bedrooms on the first 
floor, of which the master bedroom is en-suite.  There is also a family bathroom. 

There is a secluded, lawned garden behind the vicarage, together with a kitchen garden 
and orchard beyond the Priory ruins, but accessible from the back garden.   



Lanercost and Walton 

Lanercost 

The parish of Lanercost, despite the size of its 
Priory Church, contains no large settlements.  
There are a few houses relatively close to the 
Priory, a larger settlement up the hill at Banks 
and small settlements at West Hall and 
Kirkcambeck, otherwise people live scattered 
across the parish in isolated farms and houses. 

The community 

The size and significance of Lanercost Priory makes it the natural venue for many large 
scale local activities which are supported by a much wider community, both financially 
and by the generous giving of time and talents.  These range from expansive Flower and 
Christmas Tree Festivals and the popular 4-day Lanercost Music Festival, now in its 7th 
year, to the elaborate events in 2006, commemorating the 700th anniversary of Edward 
Iôs last visit to Lanercost, culminating in a royal visit from HRH the Earl of Wessex, 
together with the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of Carlisle and the Primus of Scotland. 

A talented, salaried organist and small but loyal and weekly practised choir, add to the 
musical life of the Priory. 

The medieval Dacre Hall, adjacent to the Priory, is in regular use by local organizations, 
and is considered an ideal setting for hosting art exhibitions, craft fairs, wedding 
receptions and country dances.  Recent renovation of the kitchen and the installation of a 
new staircase with chair-lift for disabled access, together with new toilet facilities, have 
greatly improved our village hallôs amenities. 

Lanercost Abbey Farm, and its significant complex of byres and outbuildings, has been 
recently renovated to include a Farm Shop, Tea Room/Restaurant and holiday cottages. 

Lanercost Cricket Club, whose ground is adjacent to the Priory churchyard, hosts 
matches with local teams throughout the summer.  The pavilion is home to a thriving 
Social Club which, since the closing of our local pub, is a popular meeting place for locals 
on a Friday night, where a recently installed licensed bar is managed and staffed by 
volunteers.  Jazz concerts, Quiz Nights and an annual Burns Night Supper are all 
occasions when the newly refurbished pavilion is filled to capacity. 

A branch of the Mothers Union had been active in the parish since 1945.  Twenty 
members formed the branch at the first meeting and twenty three members have paid 
their subscriptions for 2010.  Several members have belonged to the branch for many 
years and another new member is to be enrolled shortly.  There is a real loyalty among 
members and the branch has always enjoyed the support of the incumbent.  Evening 
meetings are held monthly and have usually taken place in the vicarage. 

Lanercost Priory 

The Priory Church of St Mary Magdalene is more than just a 
much-loved parish church.  Our church is the nave of the original 
monastic church.  Lanercost Priory was founded, as an 
Augustinian monastery, in 1169 by Robert de Vaux in memory of 
his father Hubert de Vaux (our patron, Philip Howard, is a direct 
descendent of Hubert). 

The Priory sits a few hundred metres from Hadrianôs Wall.  It is 
clear that much of the stone for its construction came from the 
Wall ï it is not too difficult to spot centurial stones in the structure. 



At the time of its founding the area may have been fairly peaceful, but by the late 
thirteenth century the Priory became embroiled in the border wars.  Physically it suffered 
at the hands of the Scots during several raids, but financially it suffered from visits by 
Edward I (the attacks were not necessarily unconnected with the visits).  In September 
1306 Edward I arrived on what was to be his last visit.  In deteriorating health he stayed, 
together with Queen Margaret, at Lanercost until the following March.  During that period 
England (together with Wales and parts of France) were ruled from Lanercost. 

The visits of Edward left Lanercost severely impoverished, and the Priory was one of the 
first to be dissolved in 1538.  As the church had functioned as a parish church it survived 
the dissolution, as did one range of the monastic buildings that, for a period, became the 
home of a branch of the Dacre family and which now forms our village hall.  Over the 
centuries it has been the subject of a number of  major restorations. 

The Congregation 

The congregation at Lanercost is drawn roughly equally from people who live in the 
parish and those who live in Brampton and further afield.  Typical Sunday attendance is 
of the order of 35-50 people.  The congregation has been relatively stable at very much at 
the same level within living memory with a slight rise in recent years.  The apparent 
stability of the congregation in terms of numbers masks a significant influx of new blood to 
fill the gaps when people move away or, more commonly, die.  There are 99 people on 
the electoral roll. 

There are times when the congregation swells considerably, partly for special festivals, 
but also for baptisms, weddings and funerals.  There are over 50 people who attend 
services at Lanercost on a regular or semi-regular basis.  There are probably in excess of 
100 people who will attend services at least four times a year. The regular congregation 
includes very few, if any, young people and has not done so for some time. 

Our visitors 

Every year many thousands of people of all nationalities visit the Priory and, judging by 
their written comments, are greatly affected by the atmosphere of peace and solace as 
they step inside.  Our mission to visitors is important to us and we strive constantly to 
improve our offering of welcome to them ï our church is open every day of the year. 

 

See also: www.lanercostpriory.org.uk. 

http://www./#lanercostpriory.org.uk


Walton 

Walton is a very ancient parish situated between the Cambeck and Kingwater rivers, 
bounded on the north by Walton Moss and to the south by the Hadrian's Wall Path. The 
village is very attractive with a village green and with a mixture of old and modern 
housing. It is situated 2 miles north of Brampton. 

The size of the parish is 230 persons with most of these living in the village. There is a 
good community spirit and we have the following activities: Women's Institute, Good 
Companions, Toddler Group, Young Farmer's Club as well as other activities in the 
Village Hall. Amenities include a Post Office and a Children's Play Area. Our younger 
children are served by Lees Hill C-of-E School which has an excellent reputation and is 
encouraged to use the church for services and concerts. 

St Maryôs Church, Walton 

St. Mary's Church is in the middle of the village and there has been a church on this site 
since the 11th century.  The present building dating from 1869 was designed by Paley 
and Austin. In recent years we have carried out pointing to the south and west walls, 
electrical rewiring, the installation of a new heating system, redecoration and renovation 
of the organ. 

At present, we aim to have a service every Sunday (usually Communion) with special 
services at the Church Festivals and with Family Services once a month, alternating with 
Lanercost. Other special services include Mothering Sunday, Harvest and a well attended 
Children's Nativity Play. The congregation varies from about 10-12 for standard services 
to over 50 for some of the special services. 

Living in the parish, we have a retired Non-Stipendiary Minister and a Commissioned Lay-
Minister (Pastoral). 

 

 

 

The congregation 

The congregation at Walton is drawn primarily from the village and surrounding 
agricultural holdings.  The village has seen a significant increase in the proportion of 
people who have moved from elsewhere.  Regular Sunday attendance averages 10 with 
special occasions attracting much larger congregations.  There is strong support for fund-
raising activities and regular giving by parishioners who do not attend worship.  Planned 
giving has doubled in 2009 as against 2008.  There are 22 on the electoral roll. 


